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CONFIDENTIAL CALCUTTA 3019 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IN, BG, US 

SUB J : GENERAL JACOB SEES SITUATION WORSENING IN BANGLADESH 

1. AT SOCIAL FUNCTION EVENING DECEMBER 21 GENERAL JACOB TOOK ME 
ASIDE AND ASKED HOW THINGS WERE IN BANGLADESH. I SAID I WAS A 
LITTLE SURPRISED AT THE QUESTION; AS FAR AS I KNEW ALL WAS QUIET 
AND THE REGIME WAS GOING THROUGH A PERIOD OF CONSOLIDATION. 
JACOB SAID NO. YOU ARE WRONG, THE SITUATION IS WORSENING. ZIA'S 
POSITION IS WEAKENING, JACOB SAID. AND FORMER PRESIDENT 
MOUSTAQUE AHMAD IS TRYING TO MAKE A COMEBACK. JACOB GLOOMILY 
FORECAST A PERIOD OF DISORDER AHEAD IN BANGLADESH BUT I COULD 
NOT GET HIM TO ELABORATE ON THE REASONS FOR HIS PESSIMISM. ALL 
HE WOULD SAY WAS THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT OF THE ACCURACY OF HIS 
INFORMATION. 

2. JACOB REFERRED BITTERLY TO REPORTS IN THE US PRESS OF INDIAN 
ARMY INFILTRATION INTO BANGLADESH AND SUPPORT FOR BANGLADESH 
INSURGENTS. AFTER HAVING RHETORICALLY DEMOLISHED THESE STORIES 
("AS I HAVE TOLD YOU A DOZEN TIMES, WE HAVE NO DESIRE TO GO 

INTO BANGLADESH, THE PLACE CAN SINK AS FAR AS I AM CONCERNED"), 
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JACOB SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE UNITED STATES IS GIVING 
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"MASSIVE ASSISTANCE" TO THE CURRENT BANGLADESH REGIME. I SAID 
THAT AS FAR AS I KNEW WE WERE DOING NOTHING MORE THAN CONTINUE 
THE HUMANITARIAN FOOD AID THAT WE EXTENDED TO SHEIKH MUJIB'S 
REGIME. JACOB ASKED IF THE US IS PROVIDING OR INTENDS TO PROVIDE 
BANGLADESH WITH ARMS. I REPLIED THAT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 
THE ONLY ASSISTANCE WE ARE GIVING BANGLADESH IS ECONOMIC. HE 
THEN EXPRESSED SUSPICION THAT USG WOULD HAVE PAKISTAN GIVE 
BANGLADESH ARMS. AND IF THE PAKISTANIS DON’T, HE SAID, THE 
CHINESE WILL. JACOB'S CLOSING REMARK WAS THE ADMONITION "DON'T 
PLAY WITH FIRE OVER THERE." 

3. COMMENT: JACOB WAS IN A FOUL MOOD AND HIS SCHIZOPHRENIA 
ABOUT BANGLADESH WAS MORE IN EVIDENCE THAT USUAL. ON THE ONE 
HAND HE PROFESSES NOT TO CARE A HOOT ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS IN 
BANGLADESH WHILE ON THE OTHER HE GLOOMILY FORECASTS THE WORST 
AND ENTERTAINS DARK SUSPICIONS OF U.S.. PAKISTANI, AND 
CHINESE ACTIVITIES THERE. 

KORN 
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